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Introduction

The Yard is a collaboration between architects and theatre practitioners. We are building a temporary 

theatre space, converted from a dormant warehouse. We are opening the space this summer. It is 

located in Hackney Wick and sits on the canal opposite the Olympic Park, 5 minutes from the station, 

2 minutes from bus routes.

Practice Architecture are designing and building the temporary theatre and bar. They have gained 

a national following for their design and building of temporary structures. They use recycled and 

biodegradable materials for their work and have a specific interest in how spaces can bring people 

together. 

The Yard are offering time, space and a supportive environment to artists, cost free. Our space can 

house both large and small scale work. The design of the theatre is still in development and will be 

informed by the productions that are programmed. 

It is managed and run by a team of theatre-makers and artists who believe in the power of theatre 

to enthral and engage. We want to create a community of artists who work at the theatre over the 

summer, contributing to the running and management of the theatre. This ensemble will be helped by 

groups of volunteers from the local community and wider London. 

Our ambition is to create an environment where artists can thrive and take the risks necessary to 

create remarkable work. 

The project is supported by Tower Hamlets Council, the Olympic Park Legacy Company and Create 

Festival.
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Programming

The Yard is currently programming its summer season. The theatre will be open from July to October. 

Our aim is to program some productions that have 3 / 4 week runs together with a series of shorter 

ideas and projects – all of the highest quality.  

We can offer visiting artists:

	 •	a	supportive	environment	where	risks	can	be	taken	

	 •	no	rental	costs	for	the	production		

	 •	free	rehearsal	space	

	 •	51%	of	the	box	office	

We want to keep our brief fairly open so that we can support any project that captures our 

imagination. But the kind of people we wish to work with would be:

	 •	Wanting	to	engage	with	‘stories	we	know’	i.e.	to		re-imagine	‘known’	plays,	works	or	tales	

	 •	Interested	in	exploring	the	theme	of	‘impermanence’	

	 •	Wishing	to	actively	engage	with	the	unique	character	and	architecture	of	the	building

Moreover,	these	are	the	kinds	of	things	that	excite	us:

	 •	Theatre	that	respects,	challenges	and	entertains	its	audience

	 •	Theatre	that	takes	risks

	 •	Work	that	fuses	different	disciplines	e.g.	graphic	art,	sculpture,	dance	and	music

	 •	International	work	and	artists

	 •	Productions	that	want	to	actively	engage	with		the	lives	of	our	local	audience	

	 •	Ideas	that	challenge	traditional	forms	of	theatre



The YardThe Yard
4

Sunday at the Yard

As well as our regular Tuesday to Saturday performances we are also inviting artists or companies 

to	curate	a	‘Sunday	at	the	Yard’.	This	would	involve	creating	a	programme	of	events	for	a	specific	

Sunday, around a particular theme. The format of the day can be loose and can encompass music, 

film, performances, live art – if you have an interesting idea, then just decide its format and style and 

drop us a line.
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The Space

The Yard is located in a converted warehouse, with all the possibilities and constraints that this brings. 

The playing space is still being designed, but broadly speaking the whole space spans 338 sq metres 

(though	this	also	needs	to	house	the	café	bar).	The	roof	is	approximately	7	metres	high.	The	Yard	will	

be	licensed	to	seat	up	to	150.	

There	is	a	100	amp	three	phase	power	supply	and	we	are	in	the	process	of	acquiring	technical	

equipment – however, we anticipate our technical resources will likely be very limited. 
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Rehearsals

Visiting companies will be invited to use the space for daytime rehearsals when preparing for a 

production	/	performance,	though	this	will	naturally	entail	working	around	any	existing	works	that	

support the current production. The space will be offered to you at no cost. We also aim to support 

the varying needs of companies for rehearsal time rather than enforce a strict model. 

We	would	like	‘workshop	performances’	to	become	a	vital	part	of	each	rehearsal	process.	It	is	hoped	

that these performances will be given on a weekly basis throughout the rehearsal period. We would 

like our audience to respond to each workshop performance and contribute to the development of 

each	production.		The	style	and	format	of	the	workshop	performances	are	flexible,	they	can	be	as	

polished or as rough as need-be.  Scripts might be in-hand, or you could describe what happens 

in a particular scene/moment, rather than show it, our only hope is that you are receptive to what 

our audience and your colleagues have to say.  We want everyone, artists and audience alike to feel 

invested in each production, watching it grow and take form.
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Audience Development

The launch of The Yard will coincide with the Create Festival who have offered to give us full press 

and	marketing	support.	Create	Festival	receives	40,	000	hits	a	day	on	its	website,	and	it	distributes	

G2-sized supplements at tube stations across London. We will be listed in both the supplement and 

on the website.

To help the environment, and because we believe the cost of hard copy is unsustainable, the theatre’s 

marketing will be digitally oriented. Our website will go live in June; we will attract audience via 

social networking sites and online advertising.  We are devising digital marketing strategies to attract 

audiences to The Yard.  

Over the summer there are many cultural events taking place in the area. Assemble Architects (who 

constructed Cineroleum last year) and Secret Cinema all have ongoing projects nearby. A new Arts 

Centre will also open in the same yard. We are partnering these new ventures, together with a series 

of local galleries in the hope we can contribute to Hackney Wick’s new vibrancy. 

The	Yard	believes	in	keeping	our	ticket	prices	low.	We	want	to	help	artists	make	exciting	theatre,	but	

we also want our productions to be affordable. We passionately believe that our theatre should be 

accessible	to	all:	therefore	it	is	planned	that	no	ticket	for	the	theatre	will	exceed	£10.	

The architecture of The Yard will incorporate a bar.  It is our aim that the architecture and the bar, 

together with theatre will attract a range of people to The Yard. We are working with some award-

winning caterers. We anticipate people choosing to spend their time at The Yard if not in our 

rehearsal space, or our theatre, then in our bar by the canal, whiling away the hours in the sun.  
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Finances

Like most theatre spaces in London, The Yard is not rich - and is operating on a thinner shoestring than 

most. However, our aim is to minimise as much as possible the financial barriers to visiting artists to 

make the kind of work they are capable of. Hence The Yard:

	 •	Will	not	charge	you	anything	for	the	hire	of	the	performing	space

	 •	Will	not	charge	you	anything	for	use	of	rehearsal	space

	 •	Will	give	you	51%	of	the	net	box	office	takings.	We	will	use	our	share	to	cover	the	basic				

       costs of keeping the building open 

We have some funding decisions pending, so at the moment we are unable to guarantee sustained 

marketing or press support. However, wherever possible, we will support you in any way we can.

To offer these opportunities to artists is The Yard’s number one priority.  We don’t want to burden our 

theatre with the salaries of staff members, responsible for the operational management of the building.  

Instead we want to make this building a temporary home for artists, offering a safe place to make work.  

To that end, it is hoped that everyone we invite to rehearse and perform at The Yard will contribute to 

the running of the space. We will ask for a little bit of your time (a few hours/week) to help make the 

building	tick.		There	will	be	a	weekly	rota	of	jobs	that	need	doing	(e.g.	ushering,	box	office,	maintenance	

of the space) and it will be up to you to volunteer your time. 

We want everyone to feel invested and responsible for our theatre, aware of its nooks, crannies and 

workings. We hope it will be the ideal place to meet like-minded people, while also being able to make 

your work and to see, respond and shape productions with other artists.
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How to Engage with Us

If you think you have an idea or production that fits our ethos and works well with our space and 

what is on offer, we would love to hear from you. As well as productions on the main stage we are 

also	interested	in	proposals	for	curating	a	‘Sunday	at	the	Yard’	series	of	events.	

Do send us a proposal (on no more than one side of A4) telling us about your idea and any previous 

work	or	experience.	Please	detail	your	availability	between	late	July	and	the	end	of	October.	In	

line with our aim to do what we can for the environment, we would much prefer you emailed your 

proposal. However, if you have photos or DVDs of past productions that are not available online then 

do feel free to post them. 

Please don’t send us full scripts to read at this stage – sadly, we won’t have time to read them. If there 

is	a	text	that	you	think	is	key	to	your	proposal	do	send	us	a	short	extract.		

The deadline for proposals is the 5th of June. We aim to finalise much of our programming by the 

end of June. At this stage, don’t sweat over a long and detailed proposal: just send us your idea and 

we’ll take it from there. 

Please send your ideas to 

theyardhackney@gmail.com 

Or

The Yard Submissions

Top Floor

60	Barry	Road

London

SE22	0HP
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Personnel and Associates

Jay Miller   Artistic Director

Tarek Iskander   Deputy Artistic Director

Sasha Milavic Davis  Programming and Artistic Associate

Lettice Drake    Architect and Artistic Associate

Paloma Gormley  Architect and Artistic Associate

Chris Daniel   Theatre Consultant and Architect

 

Partnering Organisations

Create Festival

Tower Hamlets Council

Hackney Council

Design for London

Olympic Legacy Company


