
Springfield Park User Group 
2 Feb 2011, 7:30 pm, at the Boathouse 
 
 
Attending: Amy, Chris, Deborah, Dianna, Jane, Pam, Sue, Tim, Margaret Gordon 
 
Apologies: Ann, Asher, Bruce, Kate Mitchell, Katie Webb 
 
Treasurer's report (via Sue): We have £1186.18 in the bank, and need two cheque signatories.  
Pam Wadsworth and Chris Searing volunteered. 
 
Event proposal: 
SPUG has received for comment a proposal for a fundraising brunch for 350 to be held in the park 
on 17 or 18 May, with setup the day before. The application does not make clear the exact location 
of the marquees, or mention rubbish clearance, or damage reparation due to vehicles, power 
generation etc. What is the fee? General opposition to private paying events. ACTION: Amy to 
communicate comments to council events officer. 
 
Glasshouse plans:  
Deborah reported on the stakeholders mtg she attended with Peter and Jane at Clapton Library. 
Demolition of the existing glasshouse to be piece-by-piece, and all parts recycled. There is to be no 
destruction. Jane reported that she had stressed the importance of it being a place of contemplation 
and rest, that it be all weather and open access. Chris asked about opening hours: no clear answer on 
this. Concern also expressed that there should be lighting and sockets. BRUCE: can you get the 
answers here please?  
 Most of the greenhouse is now marked for growing beds. Growing Communities (GC) pays 
a peppercorn rent on the glasshouse. Jane noted that there are no toilets on the plan, but Camlin 
assured here they would be there in fact. SPUG requested compost loos, of which GC already has 
experience. Also a request for rainwater recovery system, which is not apparent in the design. 
 Amy maintained her objections to the plans (reported to Katie Jones prior to the mtg), that a 
deisgn based entirely on rectilinear shapes as this one is cannot be a place of contemplation and rest, 
as the circular pond design previously ensured; that she has no confidence that the existing mature 
shrubs will survive a move managed by the Parks Dept in midsummer; and that the cost of this 
redesign is detracting from where money should be spent on the White House and Stable Block. 
Deborah reported that the Glasshouse meeting at Clapton Library discussed the proposed layout of 
the new GH area for an application to be prepared, not a final design with respect to the pond shape. 
Her understanding is that the new plan indicates allocation of areas and that there will be 
opportunity to talk about meaningful design when the application has been approved. Robert 
Camlin did seem amenable to a design that is harmonious with the existing natural environment. 
ACTION: Jane and Deborah to communicate this meeting's sense to project manager Katie Jones. 
 
White House Application: 
There is a planning application which should be advertised around the park. This mtg has not had a 
chance to examine it. BRUCE: Please post paper copies outside the ranger's office, as previously 
requested. 
 
Bowling Green: 
In response to Amy's objection to the brutal halving of the hedge, Ian Rathbone has raised a query 
and Margaret will do the same. Deborah said Darrell reported positive feedback from the growing 
project using the bowling green. Parks is defending the action as necessary on grounds of safety and 
not affecting biodiversity, and that SPUG supported it (according to minutes of October meeting 
written by Bruce and unfortunately not corrected by any of those attending). 



 Jane proposed this as an example of how the current management structure does not work: 
development officers do not pass information between UGs and staff. It appears that our 
development officer either did not hear the discussion in the first place, or heard the discussion he 
wanted to hear. 
 Deborah reported that Darrell plans refurbishment of the green with his apprentice group for 
May. BRUCE: please confirm timeline, and that no herbicides are used. 
 
Bees: 
Tim is keen to install bee hives. Amy to provde him with contacts for Ann Courington, Growing 
Communities and Robin Hood Garden, who are interested. 
 
Departmental Restructure: 
Concern was expressed at the top heavy nature of the department and the cutting back of frontline 
gardening staff and rangers. 
 
Notification: 
BRUCE: please post minutes on website 
Dianna to post meeting notification on the boards around the park. 
 
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 2 March 7:30 pm at the Boathouse (venue TBC) 
Parks Forum AGM: Monday 7 March, 7 pm Town Hall 
 
 


